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As we move on to the sixth year of the "Talented Banker of the Week", we introduce a banker
who breathes music - a learner who guides other talented music learners..

Sangeeth Gopal
Axis Bank
Vaikom branch, Kottayam

Sangeeth was born to the Khanjira Vidwan Thripunithura N.Gopalakrishnan who is part of a
musical family and continues as a graded artist in Akasavani after retiring as Administrative
Officer from a Central Government organisation in Ernakulam. His late mother worked in IRE
Ltd.

He completed his schooling from Thripunithura Chinmaya Vidyalaya and did BCom from
Ernakulam St. Albert's college. He worked in ICICI Bank, Indus Ind Bank, Dhanalaxmi Bank before
joining Axis Bank and worked as Axis Bank CASA Cochin cluster head and Infosys Branch Head
and is now Vaikom Branch Manager.

He performs sangeetha kacheris at various venues in and out of Kerala. He has expertise in
Mridangam, Violin and Vocal music and is also the main vidwan in the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam.

The famous Mridanga-Carnatic-Hindustani musician, Padmabhushan Dr. T.V.Gopalakrishnan, is
Sangeeth's role model in music(he is Sangeeth's father's paternal uncle's son).



Mridangam was taught to him by his father, paternal uncle and famous Ghatom vidwan
Thripunithura N.Radhakrishnan, grandfather Guru G. Narayanaswamy who taught Mridangam
at RLV School of Fine Arts, and Guru Thuravur Krishna Kammath. He is still taking his advanced
lessons from Guru Parassala Ravi.

He learnt vocal Carnatic music from Guru Mavelikkara Velukkuty Nair, Guru P. Madhu, Guru
Thripunithura S.K.Subramanyam and Guru Mavelikkara Prabhakara Varma.

He took violin lessons from Guru Nedumangad Sivanandan, Prof. Easwaravarma and advanced
lessons from Guru Cherthala Ranganadha Sarma.

As he describes his successive winning in the MG University South Zone Youth Festivals from St.
Albert's in events of percussion instruments,he also gets talkative about his friends from college
who won prizes for classical danceforms like Kadhakali and Ottanthullal and music - K.R.Renjith

and Kuldeep Pai.

He has been inspired to delve into the nuances of music by the concerts he performed at the
Mumbai Shanmughananda Mini hall and Mangalore Kalarasna sabha.

He finds time amidst his work schedule to do concerts, participate in pakkamelas and teach
music.

His colleague and one of our TBs, Venkit Raghavan elaborates how Sangeet meticulously
practises music after returning from office until atleast midnight every day. Such a dedication in
pursuing his music itself maybe a reason for his successful stint in his profession as well, says
Venkit Raghavan.

"My paternal uncle, Dr T.V. Gopalakrishnan who is a guru to even stalwarts like llayaraja,
Sivamani and A.R. Rahman, is my role model. | am blessed to be part of the huge number of
students who learned music from him," says Sangeeth.

He is married to Swetha Bhagavati of Thiruvananthapuram Valiyasala gramam and they are
blessed with ten-year-old Sivaram and five-year-old Sivaranjini. Sivaram, who is a fifth grader, is
already expressing his talents in playing flute and Mridangam. Sivaranjini is in LKG.

May Sangeeth and his family continue their musical journey and may they reach out to new
horizons of music and life.



